








On Thursday March 15th NABBS members and guests gathered at the University of Leeds to hear how the Science Warehouse project was progressing.  At the September meeting in London Dr David Hames from Science Warehouse gave a presentation describing the aims of the site and progress to date and the meeting in Leeds was to both update members and allow them to bring procurement staff from their institution to hear about the project.  Dr Hames is a lecturer in the School of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at Leeds University and has been seconded to Science Warehouse to help develop a procurement site designed particularly for life scientists.  We heard how the concept grew out of a need for life scientists to find suitable suppliers of research consumables and to be able to compare those products quickly and easily.





Current practice often involves time wasted asking for advice on suitable suppliers, then hunting for current catalogues and lastly trying to compare complex data presented in many different formats.  The new web site aims to provide a marketplace for many suppliers to display their products, with the facility to compare up to 10 items on screen at a time.  The researcher is then able to requisition directly on screen.  To ensure these requisitions are authorized and comply with financial procedures of the institution the system can have a workflow incorporated to allow requisitions to be approved by the fund-holder and purchasing staff. The system is flexible and allows for configuration to local requirements as well as being designed to allow transfer of the data directly into the university finance system.





After lunch we left to travel to the Science Warehouse offices where we split into small groups and were given demonstrations of the system.





Both sessions gave rise to a lot of discussion and many relevant points were raised.  On the whole people seemed impressed with the system but will be interested to see how the system behaves when real data and suppliers are being used as too many of us have been involved with university finance computer projects to be completely sanguine.  


The system is to be piloted in the School of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology at Leeds and I will keep members informed as the site progresses through testing and the pilot.
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